
Oxfordshire Short Breaks and 
Arts Award 

The People 
Autism Family Support 

OYAP Trust 

The Let’s Play Project 

Barnados 

Animation Station 

Core Assets 

River and Rowing Museum 

Parasol  

Arts Excite 

Yellow Submarine 

Film Oxford 

The Project 
Over the summer of 2016, six Disability Provider 
organisations worked with arts practitioners and 
Arts Award on a Short Breaks project with 
disabled young people in Oxfordshire. Funded by 
Oxfordshire County Council, Artswork supported 
the work through its Partnership Investment 
initiative.  
 
The Short Breaks scheme provided disabled 
children and young people with the opportunity to 
spend time away from their parents, relaxing and 
having fun with their friends. It also meant that 
families could have a short time away from their 
caring responsibilities, freeing them up to spend 
time with other children, or simply unwind and 
recharge. 

Autism Family Support and OYAP Trust 

Young people worked alongside lead artists to 
create an interactive exhibition; they accessed a 
computer game (with the creator’s permission) 
and created sounds and music for the game. At 
the centre of the work was an audio-visual 
installation showcasing interactive controllers that 
the young people themselves had created.  

 

 

Let’s Play and OYAP Trust 

OYAP offered a menu of sessions for the young 
people taking part in the Let’s Play Project, 
including: 
 

• Star Craft and Mine Wars animation – 
using Lego and other toys, young people 
produced a series of short animations, as 
well as a simple soundtrack. 

• Radio Station – young people created 
their own playlist and podcast and became 
DJs for the day, spinning their favourite 
tunes.  

• Graffiti Wall – working with experienced 
graffiti artists, a graffiti wall was completed 
over the course of the four days, with 
anyone able to contribute a design.  

• Photo Booth – young people learned to 
use professional cameras and took studio 
portraits of each other using dressing up 
and stage makeup materials. 

• Shadow Puppetry – this workshop was a 
chance to make puppets and tell stories in 
an accessible and engaging way. The final 
pieces were then filmed.  

• Comic Strip Heroes – working with a 
professional comic illustrator, the young 
people created their own characters and 
storyboards.  

• Small World, Tall Tales – the participants 
used recycled materials to create their 
own mini town, creating characters and 
people to inhabit their world. 

• Film Crew – working with a young 
filmmaker, the young people recorded 
their experiences over the project and 
produced a film that could then be shared 
as a case study. 

• Discover Arts Award was embedded into 
all of the activities.  

 
Barnados and Animation Station 

Based on Rousseau’s environmental painting, 
Tiger in a Tropical Storm, a range of different 
media was utilised to create animated examples 
of the young people’s work. The project’s aim was 
for the young people involved to be able to have 
the chance to work with artists, learn about 
animation, and create something unique and 
meaningful that could showcase their talents. 



Alongside this, they achieved Discover Arts 
Award. The participants created their own 3D 
environmental scenes, laminated artworks, and a 
large-scale shared piece of artwork as a group. 
 
Core Assets and River and Rowing Museum 

Sessions at the River and Rowing Museum were 
multi-sensory. They explored the theme of 
'Celebration’, with a focus on Carnival, Brazil, the 
Olympics and other special occasions – 
examined through objects, images, sound, smells 
and costume. Each session included activities to 
cover the different elements of the Discover Arts 
Award: take part in the arts, experience artists' 
work, share your discovery. The children and 
young people also contributed to a shared piece 
of artwork (collage-style), that they worked on as 
part of the activities each week.   
 
The project will took place at the Holiday Clubs 
with one visit from each group to the River and 
Rowing Museum. Through shared planning and 
co-delivery all project staff developed expertise in 
delivering Arts Award, as well as working with 
different audiences.  
 
Parasol and Arts Excite 

Young people at Parasol were engaged through 
puppetry workshops, performances and other 
related activities, which were built into a 
progressive Arts Award project. The young 
people built a puppet theatre and puppets which 
were then used to create puppet shows and 
filmed the result. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


